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NCHA ANNUAL BOD 2nd SESSION MEETING MINUTES  
JUNE 23, 2024 

LOEWS VANDERBILT HOTEL • NASHVILLE, TN 
  
 

The second session of the 2024 NCHA Annual Board of Directors meeting was held at 
9:00am on Sunday, June 23, 2024, at the Loews Vanderbilt Hotel in Nashville, 
Tennessee. 
 
President Toddy Pitard called the meeting to order at 9:07am central standard time. 
 
Roll was called with a quorum of 128 (in-person and virtual) Board of Directors in 
attendance. 
 
Those attendees (in person and virtually) and those unable to attend are on 
record with the NCHA Office in the Annual Meeting files. 
 
Data on the Spot (DOTS) offered a quick review to get the attendees ready to cast their 
votes on the upcoming proposed bylaw change. 
 
President Toddy Pitard welcomed Past President Steve Norris to the stage to lead the 
members in attendance in opening prayer.  
 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Regional Director Kirby Smith of Region 3 addressed the Board of Directors by reciting 
the NCHA Mission Statement… 
 

The National Cutting Horse Association promotes and celebrates the cutting 
horse, whose origin on Western ranches allows us to support ranching and its 
Western heritage. By establishing rules for the conduct of cutting horse shows, 
NCHA strives to give cutters a level playing field and a progressive class structure 
which accommodates everyone from the beginner to the advanced competitor. 
NCHA draws on the diverse talents and background of its members and 
encourages their participation in helping it achieve these goals.  

 
 
PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE – JIM MORRIS 
 
President Toddy Pitard welcomed NCHA Legal Counsel Jim Morris to explain the 
proposed change to the bylaws presented for consideration. The Board of Directors will 
be voting on the proposed change to Article VI - Section One brought forward by the 
Governance Committee. 
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PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE – ARTICLE VI, SECTION ONE 

 
 
A MOTION was made by Sharon Beach and SECONDED by Mary Ann Rapp to adopt 
this proposed bylaw change as presented in the proposed revision for Article VI, Section 
One. After discussion, a vote on the Motion was taken. MOTION FAILED.  
 
A MOTION was made by Ron Pietrafeso and SECONDED by Lewis Wray to AMEND 
the proposed bylaw change as presented to retain the 7 years suspension and reduce 
the probation period to 5 years. After discussion, a vote on the Motion was taken. 
MOTION PASSED with a majority of 84.6% IN FAVOR and 15.4% AGAINST.  
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Unfinished business from the first session of the 2024 NCHA Annual Board of Directors 
meeting held at 5:30pm on Friday, June 21, 2024, to be addressed were the disposal of 
minutes. 
 
 
DISPOSAL OF MINUTES 
 
A MOTION was made by Ted Sokol Jr. and SECONDED by Lindy Burch to accept the 
minutes from (Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors – 1st Session dated June 23, 
2023) that were made available on the NCHA website. MOTION PASSED. 
 
 
HORSE & CATTLE WELFARE TASK FORCE 
 
Past President and Chairman of the Horse & Cattle Welfare Task Force Committee Lindy 
Burch joined by Dr. Scott Stanley of the University of Kentucky, presented on the 
responsibilities of this committee serving the NCHA. 
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NCHA FOUNDATION UPDATE – JULIA BUSWOLD 
 
To conserve time in this meeting and out of respect for our guest speaker, this portion 
of the meeting will be postponed, and an update will be provided immediately following 
the convention. 
 
 
EUROPEAN DIRECTOR UPDATES 
 
NCHA Directors Denis Pini, Jana Pini, Sergio Traverso, and Pietro Valeri provided 
updates on cutting in Europe. NCHA Directors Joseph Bachmeier and Gaetan Foulatier 
were not available. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
At this time, there is no old business to be addressed by the Board of Directors for 
discussion. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Currently, there is no new business to bring before the Board of Directors for discussion. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, MOTION was made by Casey Green and SECONDED 
by Ben Roberson to adjourn the meeting.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
President Toddy Pitard asked Jay Winborn to come up to introduce our guest speaker 
for the opening of our General Membership Meeting scheduled to begin at 10:30am. 


